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I. Consultation on National Water Policy 2012: Preparing a Roadmap for its implementationin North 
Zone States of India  

 
India Water Partnership (GWP-
India)supportedCentre for 
Environment and Development 
Studies, Jaipur (CEDSJ), one of its 
partners’at Jaipur (Rajasthan) to 
organize a two day consultation on 
National Water Policy 2012: 
Preparing a roadmap for its 
implementation at Jodhpuron 16th& 
17th December, 2013. The objective 
of the consultation was to discuss 
whether the National Water Policy 
2012 of India addresses the water 

related issues of  the States of north 
zone of the country viz; interstate 
water sharing andconflicts, 
environmental flow in the rivers, 
damming the rivers in Himalaya, river water pollution, intensive agriculture and depletion of 
groundwater, urban area water crisis, waterdepletion, sewage disposal and treatment, water 
contamination, waterlogging and salinity, unequal access to water. The consultation was also supported 
by Jal Bhagirathi Foundation and European Union. Mr. Suresh Prabhu, former Chair, GWP-South 
Asia&former Union Minister, Govt. of India  was the Chief Guest of the event.On 16th December, 2013, a 
two hour Inaugural Session was organized. Maharaja Gaj Singh, President Jal Bhagirathi Foundation 
welcomed all the participants. After the Welcome Address,  Prof. M.S.Rathore, Director, CEDSJ shared 
the objectives of the consultation for preparing a implementation plan of the National Water Policy-
2012 with regard to the problems faced by the north zone States of the country.  
 
The second day was divided into 4 sessions. In the first session,State issues of Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, 
Delhi and Haryana were discussed.Dignitaries/experts from various government organizations of Uttar 
Pradesh, New Delhi, Rajasthan, Uttarakhandand Jammu& Kashmir gave presentations on 
theirStatespecific issues in context of the National Water Policy, 2012. At the end of the presentations, a 
group discussion was organizedby Dr. PradeepBhargava, Director,G.B. Pant Institute of Social Science , 
Dr. Goutam Sadhu, Dean, Indian Institute of Health Management Research  and Mr. Mahendra Mehta, 
Deputy Team Leader, European Union SSP. In the discussion various States representatives gave their 
views on how an efficient road map can be prepared for implementing the National Water Policy-2012 
in their respective states. The two day consultation ended with a vote of thanks by Maharani 
HemlataRajye of Jal Bhagirathi Foundation.In total 129 persons participated in the consultation, out of 
these 40 were the resource persons representing 8 Northern States. 
 

Mr. Suresh Prabhu, Former Chair, GWP-South Asia and former 
Union Minister, Govt. of India addressing the participants 



II. Multi-stakeholders’Consultation on Ground Water and Participatory Irrigation Management 
organized by Eastern Zone Water Partnership 
 
With the support of GWP-India, 
National Institute for 
Development, the coordinating 
agency of Eastern Zone Water 
Partnership organized a Multi-
stakeholders’ consultation on 
Ground Water and Participatory 
Irrigation Managementfor the 
eastern States of the country 
namely Odisha, West Bengal, 
Bihar and Jharkhand. This 
workshop was organized on 11th 
December, 2013 at Bhubaneswar 
(Odisha) in association with 
Odisha Water Forum. Mr. Kailash 
Dash of Regional Centre for 
Development Cooperation, 
Odisha chaired the meeting. Mr. TapanPadhi, Coordinator of Eastern Zone Water Partnership welcomed 
all the participants and stated the workshop objectives. At the outset he briefed the house about the 
concept of Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM), the mandate of Global Water Partnership 
and the initiatives being taken by GWP-India at national and local level with respect to IWRM.The 
workshop was divided into two sessions, in the morning session issues regarding ground water 
management was discussed and in the second session the status of Participatory Irrigation in the 
eastern states wasdiscussed. It was also deliberated that the groundwater bill of most of the eastern 
States was formulated before the 2011 Draft Ground Water Bill came into being. Thus the Groundwater 
Acts of all theseStates should be re drafted keeping in mind the groundwater bill. It was also suggested 
by the participants that ownership, participatory governance and taking proactive measures to ensure 
the ground water quality should be non-negotiable part for ground water legislation. 
 
In the second session the issues regarding participatory irrigation management of the eastern States 
were discussed. A plan of action was agreed upon by the participants that included analysis of the State-
wise ground water reports of the eastern States and the gap that it has with the present thinking on 
ground water and advocacy. The house also came out with an action plan to strengthen the Eastern 
Zone Water Partnership to carry forward the work of ground water and participatory irrigation 
management. The workshop came to an end with a vote of thanks by Mr. SudershanChhotray, one of 
the core group members of Odisha Water forum. 
 
 
 
 
 

Participantsinteracting in the multi-stakeholders consultation 



 
III. One day consultation workshop on “IntegratedRiver Basin Management for Mitigation of Flood 
and Erosion Disasters in Interstate Rivers of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam: Perspective in context of 
Climate  Change” by Aaryanak 

GWP-India helped in facilitating talks 
between the States of Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh on the issue of 
inter-state rivers by organizing a one 
day consultation on Integrated River 
Basin Management for Mitigation 
of Flood and Erosion Disasters in 
Interstate Rivers of Arunachal 
Pradesh and Assam: Perspective in 
context of Climate Change. The 
workshop provided a platform for 
the stakeholders of both the States 
to discuss the important issues of 
flood and erosion affecting these 
States. It was agreed that 
coordination between the two 
States is necessary to mitigate the 
problems of both the States in 

context of flood and erosion. To overcome this issue, it was recommended to form a joint scientific 
committee to explore the possibilities of joint research on flood and erosion for both the states and to 
organize regular dialogues between the two States on various aspects of management of rivers and river 
basins in the future. Formation of a common knowledge base about the shared rivers and their basins 
between the States was a major achievement of the consultation. 

The States of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam share at least 15 rivers with each other. These rivers either 
originate from or flow through the Himalayan Mountains of Arunachal Pradesh and enter into the flood 
plains of Assam to finally meet the Brahmaputra that drains out in the larger part of Assam. These river 
carry a lot of discharge and sediment load with them. During rainy seasons floods in these rivers cause 
disastrous loss to the people and damage to the infrastructure of both the States. In such a scenario, it 
was felt that there is a need for cooperation between the States to develop a holistic approach to 
manage trans-boundary and interstate rivers of the Northeast states which must include all aspects of 
governance such as administrative, scientific, cultural and political involving all stakeholders especially 
communities. 
 
In the above context GWP-India supported Aaryanak, one of the GWP-India’s partner in the North East 
region to organize a consultation on the topic Integrated River Basin Management for Mitigation of 
Flood and Erosion Disasters in Interstate Rivers of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam: Perspective in 
context of Climate Change. The consultation was held on 9th December, 2013 at Itanagar, Arunachal 
Pradesh. It wasorganized in association with Arunachal Citizens’ Rights and International Centre for 
Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD). 
 
 

Mr. L. Angu, Chief Engineer of Water Resource Department, Govt. 
of Arunachal Pradesh address the participants 



Mr. L. Angu, Chief Engineer of Water Resource Department (WRD), Govt. of Arunachal 
Pradeshsuggested to undertake flood plain zoning in both the States  and stressed on paradigm shift in 
the approach of flood management between both these States. Arunachal Pradesh WRD, Secretary, 
Mr.G.Ete suggested proper development of flood forecasting and flood warning mechanism along with 
relief and rehabilitation package to mitigate flood problem in the region. Arunachal Pradesh Land 
Management Secretary, Mr. BelateePertin while calling for a holistic approach for mitigating of flood- 
and erosion problem in both the States, urged that both the State governments are required to shed 
political difference for finding a common solution to the recurring problem of flood and drought. 
 
It was acknowledged by the participants that the flood and erosion problems cannot be mitigated only 
by taking structural or non-structural measures in the flood plains of Assam without addressing the 
river’s morphology in the upstream catchments that lie in the hills of Arunachal Pradesh. 
 
The delegates also recommended enhancing the knowledge base about the shared rivers and their 
basins including traditional knowledge of communities to address the issues of integrated river basin 
management by creating a Knowledge and Action Network for Shared River Basins of Arunachal Pradesh 
and Assam. 
 
The workshop was attended by a number of government departments and institutions from Arunachal 
Pradesh such as Water Resources, Disaster Management, Land Management, North Eastern Regional 
Institute of Science and Technology, Rajiv Gandhi University and State Council for Science & Technology. 
Similarly from Assam, apart from government departments, experts from academic institutions like 
Indian Institute of Technology -Guwahati, Tezpur University and North Lakhimpur College participated.  
 
Outcome of the Consultation 
 

 The consultation provided a platform for different stakeholders to address the problem of 
recurring flood and erosion plaguing the two States.  
 

 It also helped in bringing together the State governments of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh on 
the politically sensitive topic of trans-boundary rivers. 
 

 The participants realized that flood and erosion problems in the river catchments of Assam and 
Arunachal need to be considered in the disaster risk mitigation frame work at catchment level 
and treated as part of a larger integrated river basin management plan. 

Proceedings of the consultation were covered in various leading newspapers. Following are some media 
links - 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1131209/jsp/northeast/story_17657875.jsp#.UszqtLCIrIU 
http://www.echoofarunachal.com/?p=42596 
 
 
 



IV. Participation in meetings/conferences/ workshops 

4.1 National conference on Emerging Mechanisms and Responses of Cities to Climate Change 
organized by TARU Leading Edge Pvt. Ltd. on 16th December, 2013 at New Delhi 

Dr. VeenaKhanduri, Executive Secretary, IWP participated in a national conference on Emerging 
Mechanisms and Responses of Cities to Climate Change organized by TARU Leading Edge Pvt. Ltd. on 
16th December,2013 at New Delhi. The conference was attended by city administrators, planners, 
engineers, social scientists, the business community and ordinary citizens. Asian Cities Climate Change 
Resilience Network (ACCCRN) has worked in ten cities in four Asian countries (India, Indonesia, Thailand 
and Vietnam) , as a part of  nine-year initiative (2008-2017),  on developing and demonstrating effective 
processes and practices for addressing urban climate vulnerabilities. This initiative is being supported by 
Rockefeller Foundation and implemented by a host of partners such as TARU, Integrated Research and 
Action for Development (IRADE) and others. The objectives of the conference were:  
 

• Bring together community of practitioners and experts committed to address challenges of 
urbanization, poverty and climate change; 

• Showcase knowledge and implementation work in the field of urban climate change resilience; 
and, 

• To catalyze policy debate on urban climate change resilience to develop integrated solutions 
 
Resilience strategies developed under this initiative for Gorakhpur (Uttar Pradesh), Indore (Madhya 
Pradesh and Surat(Gujarat) were discussed. A Synthesis Report on Urban Climate Change Resilience and 
Policy Briefs on Urban Climate Change Resilience was also launched during the conference. 

4.2Brainstorming session on Drought Early Warning Systems organized by International Commission 
on irrigation and Drainage (ICID)on 19 December 2013 at New Delhi 

Dr. VeenaKhanduri, Executive Secretary, IWP  attended a brainstorming session on Drought Early 
Warning Systems organized by International Commission on irrigation and Drainage (ICID)on 19th 
December 2013 at New Delhi.  Following were objectives of the brainstorming session: 

i. Mapping of  various activities/initiatives being undertaken with regard to drought management 
in India, 

ii. Identifying the weak links/ gaps in the delivery chain from desktop to the farm, 
iii. Exploring the needs for collaboration to fill the identified gaps and make best use of these 

initiatives, and 
iv. Drawing up the next steps in terms of establishing larger and more inclusive platform on 

drought issues if the gaps and needs to fulfil them are established. 

The session was coordinated by Dr. VeenaKhanduri. Other participants included – 
Mr.B.K.Bandhopadhyaya, DDGM, Services, India Meteorological Department, Govt of India,  Dr. 
RavinderKaur, Director, Water Technology Center (Indian Agricultural Research Institute), Govt. of India, 
Mr. AvinashTyagi, Secretary General, ICID, Dr. AjitTyagi, DirectorGeneral, India Meteorological 
Department, Govt. of India and Dr. Arvind Kumar, President, India Water Foundation. 


